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already owned 100 of them in other formats because most of the books in this collection are worth
owning. They help you do exegesis and theology more responsibly.
There’s not space here to list out all 127 titles, but here are the eighteen collections that make up
most of the bundle:
1. Christianity and Contemporary Society (3 vols.). Includes Recovering Biblical Manhood
and Womanhood, edited by John Piper and Wayne Grudem.
2. Disciplines of Godly Living (3 vols.). Authored or coauthored by Kent Hughes.
3. Elyse Fitzpatrick (3 vols.)
4. Wayne Grudem (5 vols.). Includes his updated PhD dissertation on NT prophecy.
5. Bruce A. Ware (5 vols.)
6. Studies on Inerrancy (5 vols.)
7. Andreas J. Köstenberger (5 vols.)
8. Women’s Ministry (5 vols.)
9. Studies on the Trinitarian God (6 vols.)
10. Biblical Theology (7 vols.). Includes Peter Gentry and Steve Wellum’s Kingdom through
Covenant.
11. Christian History (7 vols.)
12. Theologians on the Christian Life (8 vols.). A series edited by Steve Nichols and Justin
Taylor—historically informed and warmly devotional.
13. Studies on the Bible (8 vols.)
14. Theology (9 vols.)
15. Justification and Salvation (11 vols.)
16. Preaching and Ministry (12 vols.)
17. Apologetics (12 vols.)
18. Christian Life (14 vols.)
The biggest drawback to this Crossway Bundle is the price. If you purchase the collection at the
retail price of $1,900, then the average cost per book is about $15. Another drawback is that Logos
currently does not sell each of the books individually. You can purchase them in smaller bundles such as
the seven-volume “Crossway Biblical Theology Collection,” but not yet as individual books.
Andrew David Naselli
Bethlehem College & Seminary
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016. £ 155.75/$199.00.
With the ESV Study Bible, Crossway’s team loaded a remarkable amount of
additional resources and materials alongside the biblical text. The purpose
of the added material, of course, is to enhance the understanding of the text
and its background. With the ESV Reader’s Bible, they move in the opposite
direction, seeking to remove all extraneous information and markings with a
complementary goal of making the text as reader-friendly as possible.
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The physical features of this edition are straightforward and high-quality. The typeface features a
12-point reader friendly font (Trinité No. 2 Roman) with extra spacing between lines. The paper is soft
but thick enough to prevent obvious bleed through from the next page. Obvious care was taken in the
printing and binding (from a bindery in Italy). Each volume is cloth hardback with Smyth-sewn binding.
This quality allows both the larger and the smaller volumes to lay flat when opened on a surface and feel
natural when holding them in your hands. The base text is drawn from the 2016 “ESV Permanent Text
Edition.”
There are several features of this “reader’s Bible” that are designed to enhance a reader’s experience
with the biblical text (sometimes called “paratextual features”). The function of these features stems not
from how the editors supplement the text but rather how they showcase the text.
(1) The Flow of the Discourse. The central feature of this edition can best be seen in what cannot
be seen on each page. Well-established and long-running trends in Bible production fill the margins,
footers, and headers with as much information as possible. The medieval version of this type of
supplement is represented by the familiar system of chapter and verse divisions. These features have
been omitted from this edition, so that for the most part, a reader encounters the biblical text without
breaking points. The text is presented in a single column in the center of the page surrounded on each
side by generous margins. There are page numbers at the bottom of the page and an index in each
volume that lists the location of the original chapters.
This streamlined feature is particularly helpful when reading narrative, as the stopping points are
organic to the story or account itself. You simply stop reading where the story ends. Shifts in genre are
also more prominent. One of the calling cards of biblical books is the blend of literary genres. Because
the editors still mark out poetic texts with unique margins and spacing, a reader is able to see clearly
where narrative ends and poetry begins. Even in non-narrative texts, this feature can introduce fresh
readings of familiar passages. For example, one of the unique aspects of the letter to the Hebrews is
its repeated shifts from exposition to exhortation. When reading the letter through without chapter
breaks, I perceived several textual connections between sections that I had previously neglected. This
experience allowed me to recognize the implicit hermeneutical significance I typically attribute to verse
and chapter divisions.
(2) The Shape of the Biblical Canon. Because the pages are thicker and the margins are wider, there
are six volumes to accommodate the amount of textual material. While a foreign concept to most
contemporary Bible readers, this scenario echoes a significant time in the Bible’s history when biblical
books were gathered and circulated in groupings. Thus, this reader’s edition can function not only as a
novelty item but also a teaching opportunity.
For instance, the series of six volumes visibly and strikingly communicates the textual real estate
that belongs to the Old Testament. The looming volumes of the Pentateuch (507 pp.), the Historical
Books (690 pp.), the Prophets (768 pp.), and the Poetic books (504 pp.) stand out against the two slender
volumes of the Gospels and Acts (365 pp.), and the Epistles and Revelation (336 pp.). Using this Bible
regularly could subtly influence a reader to reckon with the foundational and textual importance of the
Old Testament when thinking about the Bible as a whole. Utilizing an edition like this also allows you
to conceive how the concept of “canon” could function before the invention of a codex large enough to
contain the entire collection.
Being able to take a grouping into your hands also allows a reader to consider the importance of
biblical theology and canonical interpretation. One immediately notices how much narrative is in the
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Bible. When readers make a selection, they also hold in their hands a discrete grouping or a collection
of biblical books. These two physical actions can remind readers of the interconnectedness of these two
concepts: the big picture of the Bible’s grand storyline is rooted in the shape of the gathered canonical
sub-collections. Here we see diversity (several volumes) in light of a canonical unity (within a single
conceptual and physical edition).
(3) The Effect of the Intertext. Another significant feature of this edition is the absence of any crossreferences or text-critical notes (the front matter directs readers to ESV.org for this information). One
might think that because of the vast amount of information available to us as readers, we are in a better
position to know how our Bible fits together. However, oftentimes instant search capabilities or the
ubiquitous presence of cross-references can actually short-circuit the organic mental steps necessary
to identify, conceptually locate, and hermeneutically account for the presence of an intertextual
connection. Editions like the ESV Reader’s Bible can help us recover the art of intertextual discernment
and begin training those mental muscles that the age of new media has atrophied.
(4) The Hermeneutics of Headings. One disappointing aspect of this edition for me is the presence
of editorial headings. Though most modern versions of the Bible include extrabiblical headings that
summarize sections and provide helpful signposts in the text, the reader’s edition was meant to allow
the text itself to occupy center stage.
The presence of a heading breaks the flow of any text and involves an interpretive move. Accordingly,
the presence of a heading influences the reading and interpretation of a literary work. One might respond
that there are only a limited number of these headings and that they are intended to summarize the
content. While true, this response misses the subtle ways that paratextual elements influence a reader’s
perception of the meaning of a text. Also, because the editors only place a limited number of headings
in a particular book, this actually gives them a much more prominent role in the flow of each volume.
I say missed opportunity because the goal of the reader’s edition is to allow the text to demonstrate
its own structural framework. The heading at Isaiah 40, for instance, signals something that the text
itself could have done. There is a discernable shift from a prophetic message of judgment to one of
salvation. However, the shape of Isaiah itself communicates this, as there is a clear literary shift from
a narrative form to a poetic one, and the opening sequence of this new major section of the book is,
“Comfort, comfort!” Thus, the editors perhaps missed an opportunity to allow their wonderful idea
to have its fullest effect. The strategic function of a narrative account in Isa 46–49 is also introduced
by the unartful heading, “A Historical Vignette.” I actually agree with the decision to provide “sense
divisions” that include extra spacing between large sections of texts and a raised initial letter of the first
word. Perhaps utilizing this more subtle discourse marker would have assisted readers making their
way through large swaths of text but also allowed the flow of the discourse to create cohesion between
sections.
Headings are also inescapably hermeneutical, as they interpret the content and structure of a
larger block of text. Most of the headings are minimal and generally unobtrusive, thus helping readers
maintain a sense of where they are at in larger texts. Though, some are better than others. To the point,
it’s difficult to see how “Creation and Fall,” “Introduction to the Son of God,” and “Introduction and the
Seven Churches” improve upon the elegance of the initial lines of those texts: “In the beginning” and
“The beginning of the gospel,” and “The revelation of Jesus Christ.”
This very minor disappointment is not really a criticism but rather a talking point prompted by
the stellar design concept of the ESV Reader’s Bible. The cost of this special edition is significant, but
409

Themelios
it would make an excellent gift or a worthwhile investment. The enduring value of any publication of
the Bible is its ability to help readers focus on the biblical text itself. This beautiful edition is uniquely
equipped to leave the reader be and let the reader read.
Ched Spellman
Cedarville University
Cedarville, Ohio, USA
Mike Bonem. Thriving in the Second Chair: Ten Practices for Robust Ministry (When You’re Not in
Charge). Nashville: Abingdon, 2016. 176 pp. £14.99/$18.99.
There are countless books and resources to help pastors with their general duties
(preaching, counseling, discipling, leading, etc.) and numerous resources that
focus on specialized areas of pastoral ministry (small groups, youth ministry,
worship), but there are few resources targeting pastors serving in the “second
chair” as Associate Pastors or Executive Pastors. Mike Bonem, who served as
an Executive Pastor after a career in business and now works as a consultant,
has recognized this gap and tried to fill it, first with his book Leading from the
Second Chair: Serving Your Church, Fulfilling Your Role, Realizing Your Dreams,
co-written with Roger Patterson (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2005) and now
with this contribution.
In many respects, this volume stands as a complement and sequel to the
aforementioned book, which introduces and defines the concept of the second chair leader as “a person
in a subordinate role whose influence with others adds value throughout the entire organization” (p.
5, quoting from Leading from the Second Chair). This book refers back to concepts introduced in the
previous work and builds upon it, moving from helping leaders understand what it means to be in the
second chair to thinking about how one can thrive, not just survive, in this role. Therefore, this volume
is best read after reading Leading from the Second Chair, but one can benefit from reading this book
alone, especially since Appendix A offers an overview of the previous book.
As indicated by its title, the book examines ten practices Bonem maintains are essential for a second
chair leader to thrive in his role and bless a church or ministry. Bonem calls these ten practices “deep
springs” (p. 2) that give life and will not dry up in times of drought. The ten practices can be divided
into three categories, as the first three deal with one’s relationship with the first chair leader (“Grow
toward Partnership”; “Live with [and Lift] the ‘Lid’”; “Clarify Your Role”), the next four chapters deal
with one’s work in the second chair (“Think [and Act] Strategically”; “Develop for the Future”; “Organize
Selectively”; “Navigate Government Nuances”), and the last three deal with the second chair’s self-care
(“Seek Lasting Rewards”; “Overcome Loneliness”; “Extend Your Shelf Life”). Bonem states that one can
read the chapters selectively if desired and encourages readers to focus on one or two of the practices.
Each chapter includes reflection questions as well as some questions to discuss with the first chair
leader. Appendix B is designed to be read by a first chair leader to help facilitate discussion of the book
with the second chair leader. The epilogue gives an encouragement to write a letter to one’s first chair
leader and offers a prayer for the reader. There is also a list of further resources to supplement ideas
found in chapter six, “Organize Selectively” (Appendix C).
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